
Reports from hospital research
institutions and research centres

were more likely to include
factulty profiles and research

highlights--presumably as this sort
of storytelling is more impactful

in terms of soliciting future
donations from funders.

University departments
tended to take a more

"by the numbers"
approach.
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Question:
My department does not currently
produce an annual report featuring
research activities. I conducted an
enviromental scan of reports found
at other related institutions to
observe the frequency of these
reports and review which elements
are featured in them. 

Analysis
Features Present in the Research Annual Reports of three types of institutions: Canadian
Psychiatry Departments, Hospital Research Institutes, McMaster Psychiatry Research
Centres.

Further considerations and
potential challenges

How should funding stats be reported: total
active portfolio or new funds in the past year?
(The labelling of data in many reports was
very unclear on this.)
If researchers have multiple appointments
how should one determine which publications
are attributable to this research centre?
Choose key metrics carefully: less ambitious
reports may be easier to maintain and have
more longevity. A number of institutions have
discontinued reporting.

DIScUSSION
There is no universally accepted set
of data that is reported in annual
reports featuring research activities in
these institutions and departments. In
the chart provided I've highlighted
some of the most common features
present. In deciding what to highlight
it is important to consider what sort
of statistics can be readily obtained
in a given program, and what
statistics can be easily gathered from
one year to the next by different staff
members. One should also consider
the audience of the report.

Green cells indicate
that a feature is

present.


