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Apportion representation among states as mandated 
by Article 1, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution:

Representatives and direct Taxes 
shall be apportioned among the 
several States which may be included 
within this union, according to their 
respective Numbers …

The actual Enumeration shall be made within three 
Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the 
United States, and within every 
subsequent Term of ten years, in such 
Manner as they shall by Law direct.

Purpose:
To conduct a census of population and housing and disseminate the results to the 
President, the States, and the American People 

The Decennial Census
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1850 Census
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1. Street the enumerated person lives on
2. House number of enumerated person (in cities and towns)
3. Number of dwelling house in order of visitation by enumerator
4. Number of family in order of visitation by enumerator
5. Name
6. Relationship to head of family
7. Is the person's home owned or rented?
8. Value of home, if owned, or monthly rental, if rented
9. Radio Set
10. Does this family live on a farm?
11. Sex
12. Color or Race
14. Age at last birthday
15. Marital condition
16. Has the person attended school at any time since 9/29?  
17. Can the person read and write?

https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index_of_questions/

18. Person's place of birth
19. Person's father's place of birth
20. Person's mother's place of birth
21. Language spoken in home before coming to the U.S. 
22. Year of immigration into the United States
23. Is the person naturalized or an alien?
24. Is the person able to speak English?
25. Trade, profession, or particular kind of work done?
26. Industry or business in which at work
27. Class of worker
28. Whether the person is actually at work?
29. Record line number for unemployed
30. Whether the person is a veteran of the U.S. military or 
naval forces mobilized for any war or expedition?
31. If yes, which war or expedition?
32. Number of farm schedule

1930 Census of Population Questions

Enrollment
Attainment
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1940 Census  (Asked of Everyone)  
• Attended school within the year? 
• Highest grade of school completed?

1950 Census (Asked of 5% Sample of Households)  
Has the person attended school since February 1st? 
• What is the highest grade of school that the person has 

attended? Did the person finish this grade? 
Source    https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index_of_questions/

Enrollment
Attainment
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1960 Census (Asked of a 25% Sample of Households)
• What is the highest grade of school that the person has attended?
• Did the person finish this grade?
• Has the person attended school since February 1st? 
• Was it a public or private school? 

1970 Census (Asked of a 5, 15 or 20% Sample of Households) 
• Has the person attended school since February 1st?     

(No, Public, Parochial, Other Private)
• What is the highest grade of school that the person has attended?       
• Did the person finish this grade?
• Has this person ever completed a vocational training program?
• If yes, what was the person's main field of vocational training? 

Source    https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index_of_questions/

Legend
Enrollment
Attainment
Other 
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1980 Census (Asked of Everyone)  
• Since February 1, 1980, has this person attended regular school or college?
• What is the highest grade (or year) of regular school this person has ever attended?
• Did this person finish the highest grade (or year) attended?

1990 Census (Asked of a 17% Sample of Households)  
• At any time since February 1, 1990, has this person attended regular 

school or college?
• How much school has this person completed?

2000 Census (Asked of a 17% Sample of Households)  
• At any time since February 1, 2000, has this person attended regular school or 

college?        If yes, what grade or level was this person attending?
• What is the highest degree or level of school this person has completed?

Source    https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index_of_questions/

Enrollment
Attainment
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2010 and 2020 Censuses 
No questions related to education

Why? 
The American Community Survey (Began 2005)

Questions on School Enrollment and Educational Attainment

Question on Undergraduate Field of Degree (Began 2009) 
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Solution – the ACS 

- The only source of local statistics for 40 topics:  Education, 
Employment, Housing, Disability, Commuting, Income, Poverty, 
Ethnic Origin, Health Benefits, Language, Utilities, more

- Geographies:  From Nation to Neighborhood (Tracts and BGs)

- As a result of ACS: 2010 and future censuses - only short form 
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Solution – the ACS 

- Began in 2005 w a sample of households 
and group quarters each month         

- provides ANNUAL estimates

- 3.54 Million households per year
(About 2.5% of households per year)

- eliminated the “Long Form”
14
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Census

Every 10 Years

100 Percent Data

Official Count

Point In Time
(April 1st)

ACS

Yearly

Sample Data (3.5 million 
year/291K monthly)

Estimates 
(trends/comparisons)

Period of Time 
(1yr, *3yr, 5yr)

Differences Between Decennial Census and ACS



ACS Data Collection Process

Self-Response 
Modes Non-Response 

Mode
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Link to Questionnaire
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/methodology/questionnaires/2019/quest19.pdf?
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School Enrollment

• We ask questions about whether a person is attending school 
or college to create statistics about enrollment.

• School enrollment originated with the 1850 Census. It was 
transferred to the ACS in 2005.

• Local, state, tribal, and federal agencies use enrollment data to 
analyze the characteristics and needs of school-aged children 
and understand the continuing education needs of adults.

20
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We ask about school enrollment in combination 
with other information, such as disability status, 
language spoken at home, and poverty status, to 
help schools understand the needs of their 
students and qualify for grants that help fund 
programs for those students (Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965). Information 
on how many children and adults depend on 
services through schools helps school districts 
make long-term building, staffing, and funding 
decisions.  We ask about the characteristics of 
people enrolled or not enrolled in school to help 
government and communities enforce laws, 
regulations, and policies against discrimination 
in education.

#10  School Enrollment



22



23

• We ask about educational attainment to help schools understand 
the needs of adult students who do not have a high school diploma 
or equivalent and qualify for grants that help fund programs for 
these students (Workforce Investment Act) and to to help enforce 
nondiscrimination in employment by federal agencies, private 
employers, employment agencies, and labor organizations

• Educational attainment originated with the 1940 Census. It was 
transferred to the ACS in 2005 when it replaced the decennial census 
long form.

Educational Attainment



24

Question #11 Educational Attainment
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• Undergrad Field of Degree data was added in 2009.  

• We ask questions about the field of any completed undergraduate
college degrees to create statistics about education.

• We ask about undergraduate field of degree because knowing the 
major fields of study of adults with bachelor’s degrees enables 
efforts to develop the nation’s science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics labor force (America COMPETES Reauthorization 
Act of 2010)

Undergraduate Field of Degree Data
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#12  Field of Degree
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Visualizations 

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/young-adults-higher-education.html

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/young-adults-higher-education.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/young-adults-higher-education.html


ACS Period Estimates
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Current
2018 1 Yr Estimates

Released 9/19

Current
2014 to 2018 
5 Yr Estimates

Released 12/19



3 of Several Data Tools
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• Quickfacts
• data.census.gov
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www.census.gov/quickfacts
The QuickFacts data access tool provides users with easy access to basic 
population, business, and geography statistics for all states and counties, 
and for cities and towns with more than 5,000 people.   This resource is 
appropriate for use by students.



data.census.gov
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- the new platform to access data from the U.S. Census 
Bureau. The vision for data.census.gov is to improve the 
customer experience by making data available from one 
centralized place so that data users spend less time 
searching for data content and more time using it.  This 
vision stems from overwhelming feedback that the Census 
Bureau has received to simplify the way customers get data. 
The Census Bureau continues to work on the customer 
experience.   
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Outcome:  Geographic Profile

Simple Search – One Geography
(San Jose, CA)

San Jose
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Default Geography = U.S. 
174 tables 

Simple Search
1 Topic – Education

Education
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Outcome:  86 Tables

Simple Search
1 Geo and 1 Topic

San Diego – Bachelors Degree 

San Diego – Bachelors Degree 
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Advanced Search

Click Here



Advanced Search 
Uses Filters
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(Using the Advanced Search, find how many 
students are enrolled in Nursery School 
(Public School) in LA Metro Area? 
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Filter for Topic:
Type of School
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Filter for Geography:
LA-Long Beach-Anaheim Metro area
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Look at 1st Table
Click to Pop Open



42 To work with table:  Click Customize Button Above
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See Buttons



Table Features
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 Margins of Error (Explain)

Margins of Error (Toggle:  Remove/Retrieve)

 Selections / Geography / Years / Topic / Codes  

Hide (Collapse Rows / Swipe Away Columns)

 Filter

 Transpose

Download (Also Exporting and Copy/Paste Features)

Map



Advanced Search 
Uses Filters
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(Using the Advanced Search, find the total 
Annual payroll for elementary and
Secondary schools in Fresno County)



Total Annual Payroll – Fresno County
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Advanced Search

Filter:  Codes /  Industry Codes / 61 – Educational Services / 
6 Digit NAICS within 61

Filter: Geography / County / CA / Fresno County
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--Select Top Table
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Outcome:  $89,632,000.00
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Female—MEDIAN EARNINGS IN THE 
PAST 12 MONTHS (IN 2018 INFLATION
ADJUSTED DOLLARS)—Population 25
Years And Over With Earnings
Bachelor's Degree—Estimate

Source:  2018 ACS 5 yr data
Table S1501

Example of Mapping Feature
in data.census.gov
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Census Data Links – CAEP (1)

Total 18-64 (Age and Sex by 5 year intervals)  Table S0101  - requires combining data 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=S0101&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S0101&hidePreview=false

Total 18 – 64, No HSD/Eq (includes sex)   Table S1501  
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=S1501&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S1501&hidePreview=false

Adults, English Less than Well  (Table B16004/Detailed) and (C16004)        
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=ACSDT1Y2018.B16004&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B16004&hidePreview=true

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=C16004&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.C16004&hidePreview=false

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=S0101&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S0101&hidePreview=false
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=S1501&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S1501&hidePreview=false
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=ACSDT1Y2018.B16004&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B16004&hidePreview=true
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=C16004&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.C16004&hidePreview=false
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18 – 64, No HSD/Eq, Unemployed     (Note: table B23006 has ages 25-64) 
https://data.census.gov/mdat/#/search?ds=ACSPUMS1Y2018&vv=AGEP(18:64)&cv=ESR(3)&rv=SCHL(0,01,02,03,04,05,06,0
7,08,09,10,11,12,13,14,15)&wt=PWGTP

18 – 64, No HSD/Eq, Not in Labor Force   (Note: table B23006 has ages 25-64) 
https://data.census.gov/mdat/#/search?ds=ACSPUMS1Y2018&vv=AGEP(18:64)&cv=ESR(6)&rv=SCHL(0,01,02,03,04,05,06,0
7,08,09,10,11,12,13,14,15)&wt=PWGTP

Households with Public Assistance, Table B19057    (No Age or Educational Attainment Data)  
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=ACSDT1Y2018.B19057&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B19057&hidePreview=true

18-64, No HSD/Eq, Public Assistance (Table B19123 has Households, No Education Data) 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Cash%20Assistance%20and%20Social%20Insurance&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B19123&hi
dePreview=false

Census Data Links – CAEP (2)

https://data.census.gov/mdat//search?ds=ACSPUMS1Y2018&vv=AGEP(18:64)&cv=ESR(3)&rv=SCHL(0,01,02,03,04,05,06,07,08,09,10,11,12,13,14,15)&wt=PWGTP
https://data.census.gov/mdat//search?ds=ACSPUMS1Y2018&vv=AGEP(18:64)&cv=ESR(6)&rv=SCHL(0,01,02,03,04,05,06,07,08,09,10,11,12,13,14,15)&wt=PWGTP
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=ACSDT1Y2018.B19057&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B19057&hidePreview=true
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Cash%20Assistance%20and%20Social%20Insurance&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B19123&hidePreview=false
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16-24, Not Enrolled in School, No HSD/Eq, unemployed 
https://data.census.gov/mdat/#/search?ds=ACSPUMS1Y2018&vv=AGEP(16:24)&cv=SCH(1)&rv=SCHL(0,01,02,03,04,05,
06,07,08,09,10,11,12,13,14,15)&nv=ESR(3)&wt=PWGTP

Adults (18 – 64), Foreign Born, HSD/Eq at a minimum* 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Educational%20Attainment%3ANative%20and%20Foreign%20Born&tid=ACSDT1
Y2018.B06009&hidePreview=false
*No data on where education took place or jobs related to education.  

Related Websites:
SAIPE:  Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates
https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/saipe/#/?map_geoSelector=aa_c

Visualizations on Education Data
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/young-adults-higher-education.html

Census Data Links – CAEP (3)

https://data.census.gov/mdat//search?ds=ACSPUMS1Y2018&vv=AGEP(16:24)&cv=SCH(1)&rv=SCHL(0,01,02,03,04,05,06,07,08,09,10,11,12,13,14,15)&nv=ESR(3)&wt=PWGTP
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Educational%20Attainment%3ANative%20and%20Foreign%20Born&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B06009&hidePreview=false
https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/saipe/#/?map_geoSelector=aa_c
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/young-adults-higher-education.html
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Sign up for and manage alerts at 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber
/new

More information on the 2020 Census Memorandum Series:
http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-
census/2020-census/planning-management/memo-series.html

More information on the 2020 Census:
http://www.census.gov/2020Census

More information on the American Community Survey:
http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/

facebook.com/uscensusbureau

twitter.com/uscensusbureau

youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau

instagram.com/uscensusbureau

Connect with Us

American 
Community 

Survey
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Census Academy Webinars
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https://www.census.gov/data/academy.html

data.census.gov
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2020/exploring-data-census-
gov.html

Education Data 
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2020/exploring-census-data-
series/education-statistics.html

Micro Data
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2020/using-public-microdata-to-
create-custom-tables.html

https://www.census.gov/data/academy.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2020/using-public-microdata-to-create-custom-tables.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2020/exploring-data-census-gov.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2020/using-public-microdata-to-create-custom-tables.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2020/exploring-census-data-series/education-statistics.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2020/using-public-microdata-to-create-custom-tables.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2020/using-public-microdata-to-create-custom-tables.html
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