
The Black Health Matters 2021 Fall Health Summit will: 

1. �Act as a catalyst for radical change within health focused spaces. We aim to provide a platform for medically 
under served individuals to voice their opinions, concerns, experiences and strategies to improve healthcare 
for all.  

2. �Feature dynamic conversations held by world class healthcare professionals with a focus on pertinent 
disease states affecting African Americans. Presenters aim to educate participants on health conditions 
while simultaneously focusing on health equity and medical disparities.  

3. �Empower patients, advocates and caregivers by providing them with cutting edge information, relevant to 
various chronic conditions and their treatment options. After attending the summit, participants will be able 
to understand how to identify risk factors for chronic conditions that directly impact their community. 

4. �Expand the reach of the educational information provided at the summit to the largest audience possible by 
leaving the content up on the platform for three months past the live date. This also includes promoting key 
summit videos and summary articles on other platforms (website, newsletter, social media, etc.).

Black Health Matters is the world’s largest African American multi-channel health communications company. 
We provide focused solutions to improve the health outcomes of under served communities and people of 
color. On November 13th, Black Health Matters will produce Black Health’s biggest event! The Summit focuses 
on achieving our ultimate goal of improving the lack of health awareness that exists in the African American 
community. Black Health Matters values the significance of health education––the black community deserves 
to have access to the resources that provide individuals with more opportunities to lead healthier lives. The 
Black Health Matters 2021 Fall Health Summit aims to provide quality education on essential healthcare topics 
that have been historically underrepresented in conversations within the Black community.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

ABOUT BLACK HEALTH MATTERS

AGENDA
Please note some of the sessions are concurrent.



9:30AM - 
10:00AM

Maria Macuare Gorden, MD

WHEN A PILL IS NOT ENOUGH: MEDICAL DEVICE OPTIONS
SPONSORED BY BOSTON SCIENTIFIC 

A discussion on the various types of non-traditional patient treatments.

Brad Sutton,  
MD, MBA, FHRS

Paul Underwood, MD

9:00AM - 
9:30AM

Dashaun Johnson 
-aka- The Guru of Abs

WELCOME MESSAGE & MORNING MOVEMENT SESSION
Join Roslyn Y. Daniels to start off our day! Get moving and shaking this morning with the 
help of DaShaun Johnson, the Guru of Abs.

Roslyn Young-Daniels

Join Montell Jordan for a performance

WELCOME MESSAGE & OPENING PERFORMANCE9:15AM - 
9:30AM

Montell Jordan

A detailed discourse about the effects of Influenza on those with Diabetes and/or 
Cardiovascular illnesses. 

Bahby Banks, PhD

MAINTAINING OVERALL DIABETES, CARDIOVASCULAR  
HEALTH & INFLUENZA RISK 
SPONSORED BY SANOFI

10:05AM - 
10:35AM

Donald J. Alcendor, 
MS, PhD



10:40AM - 
11:10AM

Albert J. Hicks III, MD, MPH

hATTR AMYLOIDOSIS: AN UNDER DIAGNOSED CONDITION  
DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTING AFRICAN AMERICANS 
SPONSORED BY ALNYLAM  

Joanna Pearson

11:15AM - 
11:45AM

Peter J. Hotez, MD, PhD

COVID-19 VACCINES AND KIDS: ANSWERING  
THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTIONS
A fact-packed information session about COVID-19 with a focus on how it affects children. 

Rochelle Ritchie

A talk on endometrial cancer with a focus on its medical, social and emotional impact. 

Tashanna KN Myers, 
MD, FACOG, FACS

Nefa-Tari Moore

ENDOMETRIAL CANCER: LET’S TALK FACTS 
SPONSORED BY EISAI 

11:15AM - 
11:45AM

Raising awareness for the disproportionate impact of sickle cell disease on the black community.

Milford Greene, PhD, MPH

SICKLE CELL DISEASE AND GENE THERAPY  
SPONSORED BY VERTEX

11:50AM - 
12:20PM

Lakshmanan 
Krishnamurti, MD



11:50AM - 
12:20PM

Latasha Murphy, MD 

THE BURDEN OF FIBROIDS ON AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN 
SPONSORED BY MYOVANT & PFIZER

Discussing the burden of Uterine Fibroids on Black Women.

An expertly curated presentation covering the various treatment plans for those with 
Lupus Nephritis. 

Gail S. Kerr, MD Christian P. Harriott

DISCOVER A DIFFERENT TREATMENT FOR LUPUS NEPHRITIS
SPONSORED BY AURINIA

12:25PM - 
12:55PM

A discussion focused on the steps we can take to advance the outcomes of clinical trials for the 
Black community. 

Donald M. Cheatem,  
MD, PhD

Gina Lamar Evans,  
MPH

Ramona Burress,  
PharmD, MS

TOGETHER WE CAN... INCREASE DIVERSITY IN CLINICAL TRIALS 
SPONSORED BY JANSSEN 

1:00PM - 
1:30PM

Jaszianne Tolbert, MD

Nabilah Talib, MEd



1:45PM - 
2:15PM

Vivica Fox Bershan Shaw

A PINK TABLE TALK: BLACK WOMEN AND BREAST CANCER 
SPONSORED BY ELI LILLY AND COMPANY 

A conversation about the signs, symptoms, risk factors, and treatment plans for breast cancer.

Shereef M. Elnahal, MD, MBA

1:30PM - 
1:45PM

Anthony Fauci, MD

BREAKING NEWS: A ONE ON ONE WITH  
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI ABOUT EVERYTHING COVID
A message from Dr. Anthony Fauci about COVID-19 and the Coronavirus. 

Kimberly Leonard 
Jeffries, PhD

Exploring the significance of race in healthcare outcomes in the American medical system.

Helen Arteaga, MPH

Phillip Fairweather, 
MD, FACEP

Kristen Stevens Hobbs,  
MPH, CPH

Rev. Dr. Terris A. King

Laura Lee Hall, PhD

DRIVING EQUITY IN COMMUNITIES OF COLOR  
SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL MINORITY QUALITY FORUM 

2:20PM - 
2:50PM



2:55PM - 
3:25PM

Keith Crawford, MD, PhD Thomas Farrington

PROSTATE CANCER AND AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN
SPONSORED BY MYOVANT & PFIZER

A discussion with urologists exploring the genetic risks associated with prostate cancer, early 
detection and treatment. 

3:30PM - 
4:00PM

Arita McCoy, MSN, CRNP

PARKINSON’S DISEASE: EARLY SIGNS  
AND WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
SPONSORED BY THE PARKINSON’S FOUNDATION 

A conversation on the early signs and progression of Parkinson’s disease. 

An honest and open conversation about the vital role Black women play in the world of caregiving. 

Yvette Nicole Brown Renee Chenault-Fattah

A CANDID CONVERSATION: BLACK WOMEN AND CAREGIVING
SPONSORED BY AARP

2:55PM - 
3:25PM

A much needed conversation about the stigmas surrounding Autism and how we can be 
proactive allies. 

Holly Robinson Peete

Shirell A. Gross, Esq

Genevieve Kumapley, 
PharmD, BCOP

BREAKING AUTISM STIGMAS 3:30PM - 
4:00PM



4:40PM - 
5:10PM

Anjulika Chawla, MD, FAA Brett Giroir, MD

SICKLE CELL DISEASE: ADDRESSING INEQUITIES AND ENSURING 
ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE FOR PEOPLE WITH SCD 
SPONSORED BY BLUEBIRD BIO

A discussion about Sickle Cell Disease and the ways we can ensure proper healthcare for those 
affected by the disease. 

A guided discussion about the patient resources available to our community. 

Alma Howard

Rayshida Taylor

Feyikemi Osundina, 
PharmD, MS

BRISTOL MYERS SQUIBB: PATIENT RESOURCES
SPONSORED BY BRISTOL MYERS SQUIBB

4:05PM - 
4:35PM

A dialouge on kidney disease.  

Sharron Rouse

Denyse Thornley-Brown, MD

Patrick O. Gee Sr.,  
PhD, JLC 

DOES KIDNEY DISEASE RUN IN YOUR FAMILY?
SPONSORED BY TRAVERE 

4:40PM - 
5:10PM



Leaderboard winners announced, closing remarks and final performance by Montell Jordan. 

CLOSING REMARKS AND PERFORMANCE 5:15PM - 
5:30PM

Montell JordanRoslyn Young-Daniels
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