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President, Architecture for the Blind

Chris Downey, AIA is an architect with over 30 years of professional practice - continuing without sight since 2008. Leveraging this altered perspective as a unique value, Chris now specializes in universal design for projects for the blind and visually impaired including eye clinics, rehabilitation centers and schools for the blind while also consulting on other projects including museums, cultural centers, tech offices and transit centers. He has been featured in numerous media stories including “60 Minutes” with CBS News, has exhibited internationally   including the Victoria & Albert Museum in London and speaks globally with a TED talk that has been viewed well over a million times. Chris is also the president of the California commission on disability Access, is the immediate past chair of the San Francisco LightHouse for the Blind and Visually Impaired Board of Directors and has been a guest lecturer for the UC Berkeley Department of Architecture. 

Now empty -nesters, he and his wife of over 28 years live in Piedmont, CA where he is a competitive rower on a crew team on the Oakland Estuary. 
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