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How should Seventh-day Adventist scholars and teachers 
treat the historical events of a period of warfare, violence, 
and cruelty in the name of religion, such as the French 
Wars of Religion, when most of the violence and 
viciousness seem to come from one side? How do we do 
justice to the historical reality without seeming to 
perpetuate a triumphalist and polemical Protestant 
narrative of history? Can we model objectivity to our 
students and still honor the spirit of the Reformers? This 
study addresses the duties of scholarship and faith and 
presents ideas for teaching the Wars of Religion.

Introduction

Teaching the Reformation

• Examples of Catholic persecution and repression, and 
Protestant aggression and intolerance are well 
documented in the historical record. An objective 
approach is necessary if instructors are to fulfil their 
duty to scholarship and faith. 

• How, then, do we do justice to the historical reality of 
the Wars of Religion without falling into one of two 
traps: perpetuating the very divides that resulted in the 
brutal and bloody conflict in late-16th-century France, 
or seemingly elevating partisan views to the level of 
scholarly conclusion, which is professionally 
unacceptable. 

• How are Adventist educators to teach the period in a 
fair and open-minded spirit, when the worst excesses 
were on the Catholic side?

The Conundrum Ideas for Teaching the Wars of Religion

Link to Notes and References 

https://jae.adventist.org/2021.83.3.3

Acknowledgements

2021 Associated Church Press Honorable Mention Award
2021 Associated Church Press Merit Award

• Seventh-day Adventist history teachers face a problem 
when it comes to teaching the Reformation. 

• We are members of a denomination which, from its 
mid-19thcentury North American origins, has always 
been suspicious of, when not downright hostile to, the 
Roman Catholic Church in general.

• When it comes to the history of these events, we are 
confessionally partisan.

• Yet the discipline of history, perhaps more than any 
other of the humanities, demands objectivity and 
distancing of teachers and researchers from their own 
assumptions about their subject
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