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Welcome & Introductions
Partnership to Advance Tribal Health (PATH)

Indian Health Service (IHS): Heroin, Opioids and Pain 
Efforts Committee (HOPE)

Framing the work
Marilyn Reierson, MS; PATH

Highlighting HOPE
Cindy Gunderson, PHARMD, CAPT USPHS; IHS HOPE

Panel discussion
Jane Brock, MD, MPH; PATH

Cindy Gunderson, PHARMD, CAPT USPHS; IHS HOPE

Q&A
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Today’s Speakers

Marilyn Reierson, MS
PATH Program Director
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CAPT Cindy Gunderson, PHARMD
IHS HOPE Committee Chair

Jane Brock, MD, MPH
PATH Clinical Director



Framing the Work

Marilyn Reierson, MS
PATH Program Director
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Partnership to Advance Tribal Health 
(PATH) aims to:

Improve the health of American Indian and
Alaska Native communities

Transform patient care

Use patient-centered, evidence-based,
culturally appropriate resources

Address unique health care quality challenges

Leverage trusted relationships
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IHS National Committee on Heroin 
Opioids and Pain Efforts 

(HOPE Committee) aims to:

Work with tribal stakeholders

Promote appropriate and effective pain 
management

Reduce overdose deaths from heroin and 
prescription opioid misuse

Improve access to culturally appropriate 
treatment



PATH & HOPE
Improving behavioral health outcomes
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Align IHS and CMS strategic priorities

Build upon and bridge each other's work

Strengthen and amplify the reach and impact of 
our programs

Enhance capacity to address opioids adverse events

Promote wellbeing of patients, families,
friends and neighbors



Highlighting HOPE
CAPT Cindy Gunderson, PharmD
IHS HOPE Committee Chair
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IHS National Committee on 
Heroin, Opioids, and Pain Efforts (HOPE)

 Expand access to evidence-based treatment 
and recovery support

 Provide workforce development and training 
opportunities

 Enhance harm reduction strategies 

 Improve pain management outcomes

 Support substance use disorder prevention 
initiatives

 Enhance clinical decision support tools and 
improve ability to extract and analyze clinical 
opioid data

HOPE Committee | Opioid Stewardship in the Indian Health Service (ihs.gov)
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https://www.ihs.gov/opioids/hope/


HOPE Committee Leads
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The Case for Collaboration

 Alignment 

 Reach and amplification 

 Communication and consolidation 

 Increases improvement opportunities for 
providers and facilities

 Resource considerations 
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IHS Opioid Stewardship and Data
• Opioid Surveillance Dashboard 

• Developed by Division of Behavioral Health and HOPE Committee 

• Field subject matter experts (SMEs) inform metric definitions and user 
stories

• Measure overview 
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Co-created products: 
Opioid Surveillance Dashboard (OSD) Support
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OSD Implementation 

LIVE Training Sessions
 Office Hours led by IHS SMEs, hosted 

by PATH
 PATH staff support administrative 

functions

Measure Overview
Videos 
 OSD Overview
 Getting Access to the Dashboard
 Incorporating Data into Opioid 

Stewardship Plans 
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Opioid Stewardship Engagement 
 Policy Automation and Standardization 

Effort 

 PATH revised sample Opioid Stewardship 
Workbook and aligned contents with 
Antibiotic Stewardship approaches 

 Interdisciplinary tool to guide planning 
considerations 

 American Board of Medical Specialties 
(ABMS) Maintenance of Certification (MOC) 
QI Credit 
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Co-created products: Opioid Stewardship
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Workforce Development

• IHS Essential Training in Pain and Addiction

• Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes 
(ECHO) Programs

• Indian Country ECHO

• ‘Syndemic’; Pharmacist Substance Use Disorder 
(SUD); Peer Recovery; etc. 

• Fellowship Training Program Opportunity 

• IHS Pain & Opioid Use Disorder Webinar Series
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https://www.ihs.gov/opioids/trainingopportunities/


Workforce Development Strategies 

 Co-hosting educational events 

 Shared messaging & amplified attendance 

 Practical screening considerations and 
introduction to Medications for opioid use 
disorder (MOUD)

 Harm Reduction considerations
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On-demand Clinical Consultation 
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Co-developed materials: Naloxone Campaign
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Panel Discussion

Marilyn Reierson, MS
PATH Program Director

CAPT Cindy Gunderson, PharmD
IHS HOPE Committee chair

Jane Brock, MD, MPH 
PATH Clinical Director
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Panel Discussion Questions

What are you excited about?

What is on the horizon for this collaboration? 

Future opportunities
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Thank you!

Questions?
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